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Alliances for Graduate Education and the Professoriate (AGEP)
In late October 1998, the NSF Alliances for Graduate Education and the Professoriate (AGEP) program awarded eight universities nearly $2.5 million each to significantly increase the number of African American, Hispanic and Native American students receiving science, mathematics and engineering (SME) degrees.  These alliances are comprised of a network of universities, which may be either statewide or regional. One institution serves as the lead institution, and all work cooperatively to increase the number of underrepresented minority Ph.D. graduates in SME. http://ehrweb.aaas.org/mge/About.htm
American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) 
An international non-profit organization dedicated to advancing science around the world by serving as an educator, leader, spokesperson and professional association. In addition to organizing membership activities, AAAS publishes the journal Science, as well as many scientific newsletters, books and reports, and spearheads programs that raise the bar of understanding for science worldwide. http://www.aaas.org/
American Society for Engineering Education (ASEE) 
A nonprofit member association, founded in 1893, dedicated to promoting and improving engineering and technology education. ASEE is more than 12,000 deans, professors, instructors, students and industry representatives. http://www.asee.org/
Association for Institutional Research (AIR) 
A professional association of more than 3,100 institutional researchers, planners, and decision-makers from higher education institutions around the world. AIR exists to benefit its members and help advance research that will improve the understanding, planning, and operation of higher education institutions. http://www.airweb.org/
Association of American Universities Data Exchange (AAUDE) 
A public service organization whose purpose is to improve the quality and usability of information about higher education. Membership is comprised of AAU institutions that support this purpose and participate in the exchange of data/information to support decision-making at their institution. http://www.pb.uillinois.edu/AAUDE/
Candidacy exam, qualifying exam, preliminary exam  
Written/oral requirements used as mechanisms by which a student’s knowledge is tested. Each exam moves a student forward in a doctoral program.

Center for Innovation and Research in Graduate Education (CIRGE)  
The Center for Innovation and Research in Graduate Education (CIRGE) – based at the University of Washington – helps PhDs cross traditional boundaries between countries and employment sectors to work collaboratively in complex global communities. The aim is to establish empirical bases for trend assessment, policy decisions, and innovations in graduate education through studies on graduate and postdoctoral education at the local, national, and international levels. CIRGE believes that research on the career trajectories of former students and their retrospective evaluations of the effectiveness of their graduate programs is crucial in a knowledge-based world society, both for academic institutions that provide graduate education, and for government, industry, and non-profits that now employ the majority of U.S-trained PhDs. http://depts.washington.edu/coe/cirge/html/aboutus.html
Certificate 
Certificate programs are designed for individuals who seek to concentrate on a specific area of study in a shorter period of time than would be required to obtain a degree.

Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP)  
The purpose of the Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) is to provide a taxonomic scheme that will support the accurate tracking, assessment, and reporting of fields of study and program completions activity. There are 2-digit, 4-digit and 6-digit (or full) CIP codes.  CIP was originally developed by the U.S. Department of Education's National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) in 1980, with revisions occurring in 1985 and 1990. The 2000 edition of the CIP (CIP-2000) is the third revision of the taxonomy and presents an updated taxonomy of instructional program classifications and descriptions. http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2002/cip2000/
College Opportunities On-Line (COOL)  
The direct link to nearly 7,000 colleges and universities in the United States. College Opportunities On-Line is brought to you by the National Center for Education Statistics in the U.S. Department of Education. NCES was authorized by Congress in 1998 to help college students, future students, and their parents understand the differences between colleges and how much it costs to attend college.  The information it provides is primarily drawn from IPEDS data.  http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cool/
Common Data Set (CDS)  
A collaborative effort among data providers in the higher education community and publishers as represented by the College Board, Thomson Peterson's, and U.S. News & World Report. The combined goal of this collaboration is to improve the quality and accuracy of information provided to all involved in a student's transition into higher education, as well as to reduce the reporting burden on data providers. The CDS is a set of standards and definitions of data items rather than a survey instrument or set of data represented in a database. Each of the higher education surveys conducted by the participating publishers incorporates items from the CDS as well as unique items proprietary to each publisher. Consequently, the publishers' surveys differ in that they utilize varying numbers of items from the CDS.  http://www.commondataset.org/
Consortium on Financing Higher Education (COFHE)  
The Consortium on Financing Higher Education (COFHE) is an institutionally supported organization of thirty-one private colleges and universities. COFHE has its origins in the Sloan Study Consortium which was formed in 1971 and funded by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation to examine how selective, private colleges and universities would be financed. The nine original "Sloan Study" institutions were joined by additional institutions in 1974 to form COFHE; the current membership stands at thirty-one. The criteria for establishing the COFHE membership were that each institution: 1) be private, 2) attract a national undergraduate applicant pool, 3) be willing and able to participate actively in the various projects of the Consortium, and 4) have characteristics enough in common with the other members to permit each school’s inclusion in various cooperative studies. http://web.mit.edu/cofhe/org.html
Council of Graduate Schools (CGS) 
The Council of Graduate Schools is an organization of institutions of higher education in the United States, Canada, and across the globe engaged in graduate education, research scholarship, and the preparation of candidates for advanced degrees. For over four decades, the Council of Graduate Schools has been the only national association dedicated solely to representing the interests of graduate education. The CGS mission is to improve and advance graduate education. CGS accomplishes its mission through advocacy in the federal policy arena, innovative research, and the development and dissemination of best practices.  http://www.cgsnet.org/
Department 
The term most commonly used to refer to an academic unit, i.e., a sub-unit of a college under the supervision of a chair who reports to a dean.

Discipline  
A discipline is a recognized subject area or field of study within which courses and research are structured. http://catalog.arizona.edu/2002-03/policies/definiti.htm.  A broad discipline may include multiple fields of study (e.g. humanities.)
Dissertation  
A dissertation is a substantial work of independent original research, at the doctoral level, which makes a contribution to the current body of knowledge in a scholarly field.
Diversity Program  
A set of initiatives designed to enhance recruitment efforts, increase retention numbers, and create and sustain a culturally-sensitive university environment for underrepresented minority populations. 
Doctoral  
Of or relating to a doctor or doctorate.  

Doctorate Records File (DRF)  
A virtually complete database of research doctorate recipients from 1920 to the present. SED questionnaire data supply DRF records from 1958 to the present. Prior to 1958, DRF data were gathered from commencement programs from doctorate-granting institutions. The DRF, which currently holds 1,436,919 records, is the main source of information on doctorate recipients at the national level. The DRF also serves as the sampling frame for the biennial Survey of Doctorate Recipients, a longitudinal survey sponsored by NSF describing career paths of doctorate recipients in science and engineering. http://www.nsf.gov/sbe/srs/ssed/meth01/chapter1.htm
Elves and Dwarves  
Graduate school deans of Berkeley, Brown, Chicago, Cornell, Columbia, Harvard, MIT, Penn, Princeton, Stanford and Yale are referred to as dwarves and their associate deans are the elves. They meet annually in data exchange efforts that are related to graduate education. 

Fellowship 
A form of financial aid given to graduate students to help support their education. Some fellowships include a tuition waiver or a payment to the university in lieu of tuition. Most fellowships include a stipend to cover reasonable living expenses (e.g., just above the poverty line). Fellowships are a form of gift aid and do not have to be repaid. 
Full-time equivalent  (FTE) faculty  
A numerical designator for employment based on 100% for full-time. An FTE for a full-time faculty is 1.00. (Two people serving in half-time faculty positions would equal, together, one FTE faculty position.) http://www.smu.edu/ir/misc/glossary97.asp
G10 Institutions   
The G10 (i.e., group of 10) institutions are a select group of Canadian institutions.including: University of Alberta, University of British Columbia, Université Laval, McGill University, McMaster University, Université de Montreal, Queen’s University, University of Toronto, University of Waterloo, University of Western Ontario. These universities conducted a data exchange providing statistics including completion rates and time to completion of graduate students. 
GD’s  
Graduate deans 
Graduate and Professional Student Senate (GPSS) – 
Provides students with representation both on campus and in the legislature. In addition, GPSS acts as a resource center, funds graduate programming and departmental resources. A Senator is elected from his or her graduate or professional school and represents that school in all official Senate activities. 
Graduate Record Examination (GRE)  
The General Test measures analytical, verbal, and quantitative skills that have been acquired over a long period of time and that are not related to any specific field of study. The GRE Subject Tests are designed to help graduate school admission committees and fellowship sponsors assess the qualifications of applicants in specific fields of study.
Graduate Student Survey (GSS)  
The Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering (also known as the Graduate Student Survey, or GSS) survey provides data on the number and characteristics of graduate science and engineering students enrolled in U.S. institutions. The results of the survey are used to assess trends in financial support patterns and shifts in graduate enrollment and postdoctoral appointments. The GSS collects data from all institutions offering graduate programs in any science, engineering, or health field. Data items are collected at the academic department level and include counts of full-time graduate students by source and mechanism of support, with data on women; part-time graduate students by sex; and citizenship and racial/ethnic background of all graduate students, including first-time students. In addition, count data on postdoctorates are requested by source of support, sex, and citizenship, with separate data on those holding first-professional doctorates in the health fields; and summary information on other doctorate non-faculty research personnel. http://www.nsf.gov/statistics/showsrvy.cfm?srvy_CatID=2&srvy_Seri=2
Graduation Rate  
The proportion of students from the original cohort that has received a degree at the end of that period determines the institutional graduation rate. Institutions reported varying methods, with the key issue of time-to-degree, being the most significant variable (4 year, 6 year).   http://www2.nea.org/he/heupdate/vol10no1.pdf
GSI 

Graduate student instructors

Higher Education Data Sharing (HEDS)  
A consortium of 133 national, private colleges and universities, which through sharing of mutually agreed upon data assists member institutions in planning, management, and institutional research. Membership data is published for members in the form of special studies and research reports. HEDS holds semi-annual conferences for the purpose of providing professional development. Membership is by invitation only. http://www.e-heds.org/
Institute of Medicine (IOM)  
The nation turns to the Institute of Medicine of the National Academies for science-based advice on matters of biomedical science, medicine, and health. A nonprofit organization specifically created for this purpose as well as an honorific membership organization, the IOM was chartered in 1970 as a component of the National Academy of Sciences. The Institute provides a vital service by working outside the framework of government to ensure scientifically informed analysis and independent guidance. http://www.iom.edu/about.asp
Institutional Research (IR) 
Provides the information necessary to examine issues affecting graduate education at the University (e.g., type and level of student funding, time to degree trends, enrollment planning, and diversity.) 
Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS)  
Established as the core postsecondary education data collection program for NCES, is a system of surveys designed to collect data from all primary providers of postsecondary education.  IPEDS is a single, comprehensive system designed to encompass all institutions and educational organizations whose primary purpose is to provide postsecondary education. The IPEDS system is built around a series of interrelated surveys to collect institution-level data in such areas as enrollments, program completions, faculty, staff, and finances. http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/
ISI  
Database publisher of scientific, medical, and technical information. Product offerings include Current Contents, Science Citation Index, and Journal Citation Reports. http://www.isinet.com/
Ladder rank faculty  
Faculty holding tenured titles or non-tenured titles in a series in which tenure may be conferred
LSOE 
Lecturer with security of employment 

Major  
The academic area or field of study in which a student's studies are concentrated
Master’s Degree:  En route  

Completing a Master’s en route to a Ph.D. 

Master’s degree:  Free-standing 

Implies that the goal is the master’s degree and not a Ph.D.

Master’s degree:  Terminal  

Means that this degree is considered an end in itself. In some fields, a master's degree is considered the "terminal professional degree" - that is, it provides the knowledge and training you need to join a profession.

Mellon project sponsor; fellowships  
THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION currently makes grants in five core program areas: higher education, museums and art conservation, performing arts, conservation and the environment, and public affairs. http://www.mellon.org/
MIT as in survey  
Throughout the year there are a large number of surveys conducted to fulfill a variety of purposes at MIT. Many of these surveys are predictable, scheduled surveys necessary for the Institute's business or to fulfill reporting obligations to outside agencies. There are also one-time surveys conducted as part of a specific initiative or program. Surveys are directed to all segments of the community: faculty, staff, and students and to particular categories of the MIT community; e.g. Senior Survey, Child care, etc, as well as surveys including non-MIT respondents. There are a number of administrative/academic offices that regularly issue surveys: Office of the Provost, Career Services, Academic Services, Graduate Student Council, etc. [Preliminary list of MIT surveys] http://web.mit.edu/is/discovery/web-surveys/charter.html. The surveys themselves can be canned or specially designed, quantitative, qualitative, or a combination of both. Survey results can be shared within MIT or with colleagues at other institutions through cooperative efforts such as the Cycles Survey for COFHE. http://web.mit.edu/is/discovery/web-surveys/charter.html
MIT warehouse  
The Data Warehouse provides the MIT community with integrated data from various administrative systems stored in one location (including AAUDE data.) http://web.mit.edu/warehouse/
National Academy of Engineering (NAE)  
The National Academy of Engineering mission is to promote the technological welfare of the nation by marshaling the knowledge and insights of eminent members of engineering profession. http://www.nae.edu/
National Academy of Sciences (NAS)  
The National Academy of Sciences (NAS) is a private, non-profit, self-perpetuating society of distinguished scholars engaged in scientific and engineering research, dedicated to the furtherance of science and technology and to their use for the general welfare. Upon the authority of the charter granted to it by the Congress in 1863, the Academy has a mandate that requires it to advise the federal government on scientific and technical matters. Dr. Bruce Alberts is the president of the National Academy of Sciences. http://www4.nationalacademies.org/nas/nashome.nsf
National Association of Graduate-Professional Students (NAGPS)  -
The umbrella group for over two million graduate and professional students currently studying in the United States. NAGPS acts as a clearinghouse for graduate and professional student organizations, serves as an advocacy group for graduate-professional student needs and rights at all levels, addresses a broad range of issues via national committees (international student concerns, human diversity concerns, legislative concerns, and employment concerns), and much more! Every fall, NAGPS hosts a national conference, and every spring, NAGPS member schools meet at regional conferences. http://www.nagps2.org/
National Center for Education Statistics (NCES)
Description  of NCES…
National Research Council (NRC)  
The National Research Council is part of the National Academies, which also comprise the National Academy of Sciences, National Academy of Engineering and Institute of Medicine. They are private, nonprofit institutions that provide science, technology and health policy advice under a congressional charter. The Research Council was organized by the National Academy of Sciences in 1916 to associate the broad community of science and technology with the Academy's purposes of further knowledge and advising the federal government. The National Research Council  last released rankings of graduate programs in September 1995. The NRC has been collecting data on ten-year intervals and is currently evaluating various methodologies for its next study. Also under consideration is the question of whether the NRC will publish rankings or adopt another format for presenting its evaluations. http://www.nationalacademies.org/nrc/
National Science Foundation (NSF)  
An independent federal agency created by Congress in 1950 "to promote the progress of science; to advance the national health, prosperity, and welfare; to secure the national defense…" With an annual budget of about $5.5 billion, NSF is a funding source for approximately 20 percent of all federally supported basic research conducted by America's colleges and universities. In many fields such as mathematics, computer science and the social sciences, NSF is the major source of federal backing. http://www.nsf.gov/about/
NSF Survey of Graduate Students in Science and Engineering  
See Graduate Student Survey (GSS). 
PhD  (Doctor of Philosophy) 
The principal research degree, for graduate students, offered by Higher Education Institutions. http://www.answers.com/topic/doctorate
Peterson’s  
Since 1966, Peterson's has helped to connect individuals, educational institutions, and corporations through its critically acclaimed books, Web sites, online products, and admissions services. Peterson's reaches an estimated 105 million consumers annually with information about colleges and universities, career schools, graduate programs, distance learning, executive training, private secondary schools, summer opportunities, study abroad, financial aid, test preparation, and career exploration. http://www.petersons.com/about/
Postdocs  
Postdoctoral appointments provide recent Ph.D.s with an opportunity to further develop the research skills acquired in their doctoral programs or to learn new research techniques.
“Professional” Doctorate  
First-professional doctoral degrees are first degrees in a given field and include: Chiropractic, Dentistry, Law, Medicine, Optometry, Osteopathy, Pharmacy, Podiatry, Psychology and Veterinary medicine.  First-professional doctoral degrees such as the M.D. and J.D. do not require completion of a thesis/dissertation or publication of a coherent body of literature. http://www.answers.com/topic/doctorate
Program  
Course of study: an integrated course of academic studies. 
Research Assistant (RA)  
A student who assists a faculty member with research.

Research Doctorate  
Research doctorates are nearly always awarded in recognition of academic research that is of a publishable standard (even if not actually published) and represents at least a modest contribution to human knowledge. http://www.answers.com/topic/doctorate
Stipend  
A payment made to an individual under a fellowship or training grant in accordance with pre-established levels to provide for the individual's living expenses during the period of training. 
Survey of Doctoral Recipients (SDR)  
The NSF Survey of Doctorate Recipients (SDR) is designed to provide demographic and career history information about individuals with doctoral degrees. The results of this survey are vital for educational planners within the Federal Government and in academia. The results are also used by employers in all sectors (education, industry, and the government) to understand and predict trends in employment opportunities and salaries in S&E fields for doctorate holders and to evaluate the effectiveness of equal opportunity efforts. NSF also finds the results important for internal planning, since most NSF grants go to individuals with doctoral degrees. http://www.nsf.gov/statistics/showsrvy.cfm?srvy_CatID=3&srvy_Seri=5
Survey of Earned Doctorates (SED)  
The NSF Survey of Earned Doctorates (SED) is designed to obtain data on the number and characteristics of individuals receiving research doctoral degrees from U.S. institutions. The results of the survey are used to assess trends in doctorate production. This information is vital for educational and labor force planners within the Federal Government and in academia. Each year, data gathered from the SED are added to the Doctorate Records File (DRF). http://www.nsf.gov/statistics/showsrvy.cfm?srvy_CatID=2&srvy_Seri=1
Taxonomy of disciplines 
A framework for the analysis of research-doctorate programs as they exist today grouped by classification. http://www7.nationalacademies.org/resdoc/Taxonomy.html
Teaching Assistant (TA)  
A student who assists faculty members with classes.

Thesis  
Before obtaining a Master’s degree, the student is expected to write a thesis demonstrating a grasp of scholarship and research in the field.

Time to degree (TTD)  
Total time-to-degree (TTD) is defined as the number of years between the awarding of the baccalaureate degree and the attainment of the advanced degree and is used by the National Research Council in its Survey of Earned Doctorates (SED)s. 
Traineeship  
A traineeship is an educational award given to a student selected by the institution.
Tuition discount  
A percentage or allotted dollar discount on tuition based on some form of eligibility criteria. 

Tuition remission 
100% free tuition for the employee of the university. It usually also applies in some form to the employee’s children, spouse and dependents.
Tuition waiver  
Tuition waivers are, as the name implies, a waiver of tuition. A waiver covers tuition expenses, but does not include fees. A tuition waiver is credited to the student's charges and no cash disbursement is made.
WebCASPAR  
The NSF's web-accessed search engine for a huge array of primary databases. The NSF Web site hosts the WebCASPAR database that allows users to post their queries of the basic data collected on science and engineering in the United States. This includes data about higher education in science, math, engineering, and technology. http://webcaspar.nsf.gov/includes/checkJavascriptAbility2.jsp?submitted=1
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