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1. Title of story, collection of stories, or series and names of people who worked on this story.

”The Broken Promise”/”Det brutna löftet”

By: Sven Bergman, Joachim Dyfvermark and Fredrik Laurin.
2. Date(s) published or aired.
Kalla Fakta (Cold Facts), National TV4 Sweden current affairs programme:

· 17 May 2004 
· 24 May 2004

· 13 September 2004
· 22 November 2004
The reportages aired 17:th of May and 22:nd of November are the main in the series. (And the ones included in the enclosed VHS.) 

Additionally we have published reportages on 24:th of May and 13:th September in Kalla Fakta, plus numerous news-stories on the subject in National TV4 News-coverage from May 2004 until today. These are available for viewing on the Internet, see below for details.
The 24:th of May was an interview with the only uniformed policeman at Bromma airport, where the operation took place. After our first programme a week earlier Paul Forell came forward in Kalla Fakta and confirmed that American agents executed the operation.
We could also conclude that the basis for the allegations of terrorism were vague at best. That the information came from the US to Sweden, and that there was no evidence presented in Sweden, Egypt, US, Pakistan, or anywhere else that the men had actually committed any crimes or were linked to known terrorists.

It was also made clear in this programme that the Swedish government suppressed information that they had about the torture of the men, in what was communicated to the investigating UN bodies.

The 13:th of September we interviewed the American journalist Seymour Hersh who in his book "Chain of Command" has used parts of our research. In the interview he told how his sources within the Pentagon confirmed the existence of the secret commando that came to Bromma Airport in Stockholm, and how the operation since then has expanded all over the world to what has become known as “Extraordinary Renditions”.

3. Topic and synopsis of story or series, including major findings.

In “The Broken Promise” Kalla Fakta managed to expose for the first time that the secret US government airplane N379P is used to ferry suspected terrorists to brutal interrogation. 

Kalla Fakta could show for the first time that Sweden has been part of a secret US-led operation called “extraordinary rendition”. A programme were people are summarily arrested all over the world, packaged and sent to interrogators in countries like Syria, Jordan, Morocco and Egypt. An operation that continues to this day.

“The Broken Promise” is the result of over two years of hard investigative work into why, how and by whom the two Egyptian asylum-seekers were summarily apprehended and flown out of Sweden to Egypt on a December night in 2001. 

We have been able to show that this was not an isolated incident, but rather one of many in a pattern of extraordinary renditions, or arrests, that have taken place in the current US administrations “war on terror”.

With time the story has grown to disclose not only the murkier parts of this war, but also how countries like Sweden secretly cooperates in the making of this extra-judicial justice.

We have reported that in Egypt the two men were brutally and systematically tortured for over 60 days, and thereafter kept in prison under the most appalling circumstances. 

One man, Muhammed Al Zery, is now (November 2004) freed and cleared of all charges.

The other one, Ahmed Agiza, was sentenced in May 2004 to 15 years of imprisonment by a summary military trial.

The Swedish government arranged a diplomatic assurance with the Egyptian government where the latter promised not to mistreat the two men if they were sent back to their homeland. We have shown that this agreement was in violation of the practice of international law and has been broken by Egypt on all accounts. The treaty is now being investigated by the United Nations, as well as several Swedish institutions.

Our story disclosed that the interest in the two men was a US initiative. That US agents drugged, hooded, chained and humiliated the two men on Swedish soil with the silent acceptance of the by-standing Swedish Security Police.

We have been able to establish that the plane that came to Bromma airport in 2001 is owned and operated by people and companies with fake or constructed identities that operates under classified contracts with the US government (Dep. of Defence).

Our research shows that the same plane since then has been involved in at least 70 operations worldwide. We have been able to establish the identity of three victims of these rendition operations, and most probably a fourth. In a dozen or more other cases our research shows that the movements of the plane coincide with known US “war on terror” operations.

In Sweden we have been able to prove that The Government of Sweden actively sought to, and managed, to have the men expelled without them having access to neither their lawyers nor the Swedish courts. We have showed that the government actively covered up the fact that the two men had been tortured and subsequently lied to the investigating UN bodies.
We have showed that the operation was known and agreed to in advance on ministerial level. And those Swedish officials in breach of Swedish law let foreign agents handle, blindfold, drug, humiliate and mistreat prisoners on Swedish territory.

4. How the story got started (tip, assignment, etc.).

The extradition of the two Egyptians caught attention in Swedish media already when it occurred in 2001 because of the unlikely ingredient of diplomatic assurances. 
The assurance appeared very strange since we knew, and we knew that the Swedish government knew, that torture is standard procedure in Egypt and the likelihood that the men would get a fair trial was infinitely small.

The idea was that the one-page document would release The Government of Sweden from all its obligations under Swedish and international law and the, in Sweden binding, treaties like the Convention on Torture.

The fact that The Government of Sweden was ready to sign such a treaty with a totalitarian dictatorship like Egypt showed us that there were strong forces behind the expulsion of the two men. The question we asked was why? And who?

We FOIA:ed the Foreign office in August 2002 and after reading the documentation we knew something was not right, but it took until January of 2004, after having visited Egypt and there seen convincing evidence of the torture that followed the expulsion that we really started working full time on the project.

5. Major types of documents used and if FOI requests were needed. Did you have difficulties obtaining any electronic information you used? How did you resolve this? Did you use FOIA for data under state or federal law?

We continually FOIA:ed the Swedish Foreign office, The Ministry of Justice, The Swedish Security Police (SÄPO), the office of the Prime Minister, the Swedish Aviation Board (Swedish equivalent to FAA), and numerous other authorities during the course of the research. (August 2002-November 2004)
We also FOIA:ed the Federal Aviation Administration, the Business registry of Massachusetts, Tennessee and North Carolina and searched numerous federal and commercial databases on aircraft and company information.
Since 90% of the research was done from Sweden we used the internet and telephones extensively and got 90% of our info electronically. 

6. Major types of human sources used.

When we started researching, all anyone within the Foreign Office or Security Police was prepared to say, was that this was a standard operation and that Sweden had gotten rid of two dangerous terrorist that posed a threat even to the Swedish public.

Every bit of information had to be cajoled out of the respective agencies. We have had to establish anonymous sources and build confidence in almost every step of this story. In the Swedish Aviation Board, at Bromma Airport, in the Foreign Office, in Swedish representations abroad, etc.
Since these sources risk their own careers and, in the case of Egypt, their health, its difficult to explain in detail how we worked. 

To protect sources we had to try to find other means of reporting the facts that they conveyed to us. 

To make a long story short one can say that what finally made the breakthroughs was the fact that even the people in the CIA has to pee. 
And when they do, the sewage-tanks of their airplanes eventually fill up, and have to be emptied. That causes someone to sign a receipt, and bills to be paid. 
So we followed the paper trail, in many different ways, on three continents, over the net, over the phone, and man to man.
Among many cumbersome things, we chartered, and talked to, everyone on duty at Bromma that night. 

Another important part was our decision to be proactive. We decided to make contact under cover with the operatives of the airplane. 
We simply called them, introduced us as Mr Sven Nyström “from Sweden”, and said that we were aware of their l:st operation in Sweden 2001. That we had heard that it had been highly professional, successful and that we would like to inquire into the possibilities of doing a similar operation again.
That approach and the subsequent dozens of phone-calls to number after number in the US brought us further and further into the maze of companies and fake names surrounding the extraordinary rendition operations and finally gave us a confirmation that the US government had been involved in the Bromma operation in 2001.

Mr Nyström was, among many things, phoned by a puzzled Swedish security police official who thought he was talking to someone in military intelligence or similar. He also gave the game away during our conversation. All of it was taped, and parts, aired. 

Fellow journalists all over the world, and the IRE credo of sharing after deadline, deserve a lot of credit for our success in reporting this story. 
Without helpful IRE-members (the online membership-database was used extensively) friends and colleagues in Shannon, Ireland, Djakarta, Indonesia, Cairo, Egypt, Raleigh, Boston, New York, Washington, USA, Karachi, Pakistan, Toronto, Canada, Berlin, Germany, just to name a few were very helpful.
We also had very good help by the folks at IRE (Jeff Porter) who for a minor fee helped us to get started on researching US business and government databases.
Special mention is also due for the groundbreaking reporting on extraordinary renditions done by Peter Finn and Dana Priest of the Washington Post as early as 2002. And of course Masood Anwar of The News in Karachi, Pakistan, whose meticulous reporting on an isolated incident became the piece in the puzzle that proved that there really was a puzzle and not just pieces.

Stephen Greys story in the New Statesman in may 2004 and our subsequent cooperation has also been invaluable.
Finally one group that can not be bypassed: the hundreds, or thousands of plane-spotters out there. People, whose main interest in life is not collecting butterflies or stamps, but airplanes. They sit at the end of runways literally all over the world, take notes and sometimes photographs of the incoming and outgoing aircrafts and then publish that info on the web.
Amazing stuff is to be found through these “open” sources. 

Although not all of them like the way the info was used. Several times we have been thrown out of plane spotter-forums on the net after asking too blunt questions and giving away that we are looking for a plane active in the US “War on terror”.

Other plane-spotters have been of immense help though, just because they felt we had a common cause in exposing the phenomena of extraordinary renditions.
7. Results (if any).

Ahmed Agiza has had his 25 year sentence reduced to 15 years. He has finally (October 2004) received proper medical care in prison. 
In June 2004 the decision to expel also his wife Hannan Attia and their five children was reversed and they received a permanent residence permit in Sweden.
Mohammed Al Zery was released from prison already in November of 2003, but lived under strong pressure in an informal house arrest with explicit orders not to talk to his lawyers or journalists.

That was reversed when the Egyptian government finally in November 2004 declared to the Swedish government that he now is cleared of all criminal charges.

The Swedish government did an about turn in an interview in our first programme. There they admit that a lot points to that the men have been tortured and they immediately sent a delegation with, among others, the former vice prime minister Lena Hjelm-Wallén, to Cairo to negotiate a new fair trial for Agiza and an independent investigation of the torture.

The Constitutional Committee of the Swedish Parliament (Konstitutionsutskottet) is investigating the affair, and will have public hearings during the spring of 2005 into the responsibilities of the ministers that were involved in the decision-making.
The State prosecutor is considering whether to start an investigation into possible illegal actions by foreign agents on Swedish soil.

The Swedish Justice Ombudsman (Justititeombudsmannen), a special prosecutor with powers to investigate wrongdoing or misconduct of any government agency, has on his own initiative started an investigation that is due in the spring of 2005.

Parliamentarians from six of the seven parties in the Swedish Parliament have in a motion demanded that an independent commission should be formed to investigate the whole affair. 
Major NGO:s like Human Rights Watch and Amnesty have heavily criticised the Swedish governments handling of the case in light of what has been brought forward by Kalla Fakta. They are demanding a broad, international, independent, UN-led investigation into the case. A demand shared by, among others, the UN Special rapporteur on torture, Theo van Boven.

8. Follow-up (if any). Have you run a correction or clarification on the report or has anyone come forward to challenge its accuracy? If so, please explain.

(Se above for follow-ups.)

No corrections of clarifications have to date been demanded by anyone referred to in our reporting of this story. And none have been published.

9. Advice to other journalists planning a similar project.

Follow your gut feeling and the paper trail. Never give up. Ask your colleagues for help. Remember, even the CIA has to pee!
10. Difficulty, uniqueness of effort, or other special circumstances related to this subject.

We never thought we would be able to prove that US agents had been on the ground in Sweden. Much less that we would be able to track the plane on a day by day basis for years. 
But thanks to sources, editors with confidence in us, hard work and helpful colleagues, all this was made possible.

11. Length of time taken to report, write and edit the story.

August 2002-January 2004 – on the backburner.  January 2004 until today, more or less full time for three reporters/producers. (Four major pieces aired, plus lots of news stories.)
12. If you extensively used computer-assisted reporting skills, please answer the following:

a. Did you extensively use any Internet sources? If so, please list address(es) and explain how the site(s) was useful.

Business data such as the Massachusetts State Business registry.

Federal Aviation data, such as the FAA website

Amateur databases on airplanes like www.arliners.net

Google, Yahoo etc. for finding related info on the plane, the companies, extraordinary renditions, etc.
b. Did you obtain or build any electronic databases? If you obtained data, what was its name and source? What was the cost? If you created your own database(s), what records did you use?

We had all documents scanned and OCR:ed, typed out all interviews, on camera, and off. Mailed everything for reading to each-other and stored the transcripts and all other documentation in a structured hyperlinked document-handling system built by ourselves using word, adobe acrobat and hyperlinks. 

We used the search engine X1 to index and search the thousands of pages that were eventually amassed in the research.

We also gathered and entered all available data into a chronological and labelled excel file.

Each type of data: “plane data”, “rendition”, “Swedish government action” was given its own label, code and colour and by running the file up and down, with and without certain types of data we were able to piece things together.
c. Did you have difficulties with the data itself? How did you overcome them?

Not really, just a lot of manual copy and paste and entering. 

d. Was any analysis done? If so, what?

See above under b.

e. Was data analysis done by your own staff or was outside assistance used? Who?

Solely by ourselves 

f. What specific software did you use?

Excel, OCR (Finereader Pro), X1 search.
Our story has been referred to in numerous articles and books.

To name a few:

· International Newswires and all major Swedish media the week following our first publication in May.

· Al Jazeera 


May 18, 2004

· Al Hayat



May 19, 2004

· Washington Post


July 25, 2004


· Seymour Hersh “Chain of Command”
September 13, 2004

· Sunday Times


November 14 2004
· Boston Globe


November 29, 2004
*******************

To view all of the programmes over the web go to:

http://www.tv4.se/kallafakta/artikel.aspx?id=339558&CID=199

Click on what you want to view:

Webb-TV Se reportaget 13 sept 2004

Webb-TV Se reportaget 24 maj 2004

Webb-TV Se reportaget 17 maj 2004

Webb-TV Se reportaget 22 november 2004

You are then required to log in but we have created a guest-account for you:
After the text “Användarnamn” (Username) enter guest.

After the text “Lösenord” (password) enter guestguest

Then click on the button FORTSÄTT (continue) and you should have the reportage playing in no time.
Sven Bergman
+46 706882525 
sven.bergman@tv4.se
Samhällsredaktionen TV 4

Joachim Dyfvermark +46 706227575
joachim.dyfvermark@tv4.se
S-115 79 Stockholm

Fredrik Laurin
+46 708 326202
fml@pi.se
Fax +46 8 4594429
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