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Education
Ph.D., Yale University, History, May, 1999.
M.A., University of New Mexico, History, 1994.
B.A., High Honors, Princeton University, History and Latin American Studies, 1991.

Teaching Experience
Associate Professor, Latin American History, Georgetown University, 2005-present
Assistant Professor, Latin American History, Georgetown University, 2002-2005.
Assistant Professor, Latin American History, University of Arkansas, 1999-2002.
Lecturer, Modern Latin America, Yale University, 1998-1999.
Program Directorship:

Brazil Studies Program, Georgetown University, 2006-2010

Master’s in Global International and Comparative History, History Department, Georgetown University, Fall 2009-present
Grants and Fellowhips
Georgetown University Reflective Engagement Grant, 2010

Georgetown University Summer Academic Grant, 2009
Georgetown University Competitive Grant in Aid, 2007

National Endowment for the Humanities Research Fellowship 2006

American Council of Learned Societies Ryskamp Fellowship 2005-06

Georgetown University Junior Faculty Fellowship, Fall 2004
Georgetown University Research Grant in Aid, Summer 2005
Baum Teaching Grant, University of Arkansas, 2001.
National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Stipend, 2000.
Andrew W. Mellon Research Grant for Dissertation Research, Yale University, 1996-97.
Smith Richardson Dissertation Grant, Yale University, 1996-97.
Yale Council of International and Area Studies Dissertation Research Grant, 1996-97.
Yale Council of International and Area Studies Summer Research Grant, 1995.
Giammati Fellowship, 1994-96.

Current Projects:

Trouble in the Marvelous City: Redemocratization and Violence in Rio de Janeiro. This major research study, supported by the NEH and the ACLS, analyzes the relationship between redemocratization and violence in Rio de Janeiro. I explore the roots of urban violence in longstanding patterns of the distribution of rights, land and employment, exacerbated under but contained by the military dictatorship of the 1960s and ’70s. I reveal the rapid transformation of these latent patterns into open conflict during the slow redemocratization in the 1980s, coinciding with rising drug and arms trafficking and the emergence of interest groups invested in turf monopolization. I explore the ways in which these conflicts became routinized in municipal and state politics in the 1990s, complicating attempts at eradication.

The Informal City in Latin America, volume co-edited with Brodwyn Fischer of Northwestern University and Javier Auyero of the University of Texas-Austin. This collection of essays investigates the roots and manifestations of urban informality across Latin America over the course of the last century. Contributions on Mexico, Venezuela, Chile, Colombia, Brazil and Argentina demonstrate a pervasive logic that has produced consistent patterns in the production of a large and diverse informal sector, with striking local variations. 

Publications

Books

Throes of Democracy: Brazil since 1989. Zed Books, Global History of the Present Series, January 2009. 

Hello, Hello Brazil: Popular Music in the Making of Modern Brazil. Duke University Press, 2004. (Winner of the Roberto Reis Prize-BRASA, of the Woody Guthrie Prize-IASPM, and honorable mention for the Bolton-Johnson Prize, AHA).

Articles and Chapters
“The View from the Corner Bar: Sérgio Porto’s crônicas in 1960s Brazil,” Hispanic American Historical Review, forthcoming 2011.

“Is Rio Ready for the Olympics?” Dissent magazine site, 10 Dec 2009

“A Bossa Nova e a influência dos Blues,” Revista Tempo, 14:28, 2009
“O Lado B da Bossa Nova,” Revista de História da Biblioteca Nacional, 1:38, 2008

 “Blues and Samba: an Alternative History of Bossa Nova,” Luso-Brazilian Review, 44.2, February 2008, 21-50.

“Criminal Networks in Urban Brazil,” Georgetown Journal of International Affairs, 8.2, 2007, 13-20.

“The Political History of Rio de Janeiro’s Favelas: Recent Works,” in the Latin America Research Review, 41:3, October 2006.

“Carlos Lacerda: Rise and Fall of a Middle-Class Populist in 1950s Brazil,” Hispanic American Historical Review, November 2003, 83:4, 661-696.

“Geraldo Pereira, Samba Composer and Grifter,” in Human Traditions: Brazil, Peter Beattie, ed., Scholarly Resources, 2003, 127-146.

“Black Pau: Uncovering the History of Brazilian Soul,” Journal of Popular Music Studies, 14: 33-62, 2002, reprinted in Rockin' Las Americas: The Global Politics of Rock in Latin America, Eric Zolov, Deborah Pacini Hernandez and Hector Fernandez L'Hoeste, eds., University of Pittsburgh Press, 2004, 68-90.).

“Noel Rosa's Nationalist Logic," Luso-Brazilian Review, 38:1, summer 2001, 1-16.

“Inventing the Old Guard: Tradition and Nationalism on Brazilian Radio, 1947-1955,” in Brazil Reader, Robert Levine and John Crocitti, eds., Duke University Press, 1999, 474-482.

“Thin Air and the Solid State: Radio, Culture and Politics in Brazil's Vargas Era,” PhD dissertation, Yale University, March, 1999.

“The Whip and the Watch: Overseers in the Paraíba Valley, Brazil in the Nineteenth Century,” in Slavery and Abolition, 18:2, Fall, 1997, pp.30-47.

“Slavery Negotiated: Tension on the Middle Ground, the Paraíba Valley, Brazil, 1835 1888,” M.A. Thesis, University of New Mexico, 1994.

Recent Research Presentations
“Samba and National Identity in Brazil,” Missouri Southern State University, October 2004
“Ensinando História e Cultura Brasileira em Português nos Estados Unidos,” Futuro da Língua Portuguesa Conference, Itamaraty, Ministry of Foreign Relations, Brasília, March 2010

“Informality and Citizenship in Twentieth-Century Rio de Janeiro,” Keynote Address, Latin American History Graduate Student Conference, University of Maryland, March 2010
“The Arc of Formality in Twentieth Century Rio de Janeiro,” University of Houston, Cities in the Americas Conference, March 2010
“Conflict over Urban Space in Rio de Janeiro,” George Washington University, September 2009

“Samba, Race and National Identity,” Morgan State University, October 2009

“Turf Battles in Rio de Janeiro,” City University of New York-Graduate Center, April 2009

“Urbanization of Rio de Janeiro,” Cities in the Americas Conference, Georgetown University, February 2009
“Popular Music, Gender and Age” Columbia University, Brazil Seminar, April 2008

“The Pastoral das Favelas and the Construction of Community in 1970s-80s Rio de Janeiro,” Georgetown University, Americas Initiative Seminar, April, 2008.

“The Creation of Path Dependencies in Public Security Strategies,” Brazilian Studies Association Conference, Plenary Session, March, 2008

“The Construction of Community in 1970s-1980s Rio de Janeiro,” Columbia University, Urban Studies of Latin America Seminar, February, 2008.

“Conflict over Urban Space in Rio de Janeiro,” George Washington University, Urban Studies Seminar, January, 2008.

“Liberation Theology and Urban Reform in 1970s-1980s Rio de Janeiro,” Northwestern University, How the Poor Construct Community in Latin America Conference, May, 2007.

“Blues and Bossa Nova,” University of Wisconsin-Madison, Performing Brazil Conference, Washington, DC, April 2007.
Reviews
Review of Sílvia Hunold Lara and Gustavo Pacheco, eds, A Memória do Jongo, Luso-Brazilian Review, forthcoming 2010

Review of Maya Talmon-Chvaicer, The Hidden History of Capoeira, A Contracorriente, 7.1 2009.
Review of Sean Stroud, The Defence of Tradition in Brazilian Popular Music, Luso-Brazilian Review,  2009.

Review of Robin Moore, Popular Music and Revolution, Americas, Nov. 2008.

Review of Jens Hentschke, Vargas and Brazil, Hispanic American Historical Review, 2008.

Review of Enrique Desmond Arias, Drugs and Democracy in Rio de Janeiro, Americas, 2008.

Review of Matthias Rohrig Assunção, Capoeira: History of a Brazilian Martial Art, in the American Historical Review, October, 2006.

Review of John Chasteen, National Rhythms, African Roots, in Americas,  January, 2005.

Review of Lise Waxer, The City of Musical Memory: Salsa, Record Grooves and Popular Culture in Cali, Colombia, in Hispanic American Historical Review, August 2004.

Review of Wander Nunes Frota, Auxílio Luxuoso: samba símbolo nacional, geração Noel Rosa e indústria cultural, in Luso-Brazilian Review, Winter, 2003.

Review of John W.F. Dulles, Sobral Pinto, "The Conscience of Brazil": Leading the Attack Against Vargas, in Luso-Brazilian Review, Winter, 2003.

Review of Maya Roy, Cuban Music, and Isabelle Leymarie, Cuban Fire: The Story of Salsa and Latin Jazz, in Hispanic American Historical Review, Summer, 2003.

Review of Brian Ward, ed. Media, Culture and the Modern African American Freedom Struggle, in Arkansas Historical Quarterly, November, 2002.

Review of Christopher Dunn, Brutality Garden: Tropicália and the Emergence of a Brazilian Counterculture, in Estudios Interdisciplinários de América Latina y el Caribe, Summer 2002.

Review of Daryle Williams, Culture Wars in Brazil: The First Vargas Regime, 1930-1945, in The Public Historian, Spring 2002.

Review of Charles Perrone and Christopher Dunn, eds., Brazilian Popular Music and Globalization, in Hispanic American Historical Review, Spring 2002.

Review of Douglass Sullivan-Gonzalez and Charles Reagan Wilson, eds., The South and the Caribbean, in Arkansas Historical Quarterly, Spring 2002. 

Review of Joy Hayes, Radio Nation: Communication, Popular Culture and Nationalism in Mexico, 1920-1950, in Hispanic American Historical Review, Spring 2002.

Review of Roney Cyntrynowicz, A Guerra Sem Guerra: O Cotidiano da Segunda Guerra Mundial em São Paulo, for Estudios Interdisciplinários de América Latina y el Caribe, 12:1 enero-junio, 2001, pp.189-191.

Review of Hermano Vianna, The Mystery of Samba, in Hispanic American Historical Review, 80:2, May, 2000, pp.389-90.

Review of Thomas Skidmore, Brazil: Five Centuries of Change, in Journal of Interdisciplinary History, 31:1, Summer 2000, pp.143-44.

Review of Flora Süssekind, Cinematograph of Words, in Hispanic American Historical Review, November, 1999.

Review of Caetano Veloso, Verdade Tropical, in Luso-Brazilian Review, 35:2, Winter, 1998, pp.148-151.

“Futebol Alegre, Vida Dura: Recent Works on the History of Brazilian Soccer,” Review essay in Luso Brazilian Review, 34:2, Winter, 1997, pp.128-132.
Associations, Service

Brazilian Studies Association (BRASA) Executive Committee, 2010-present

Conference on Latin American History (CLAH) Nominating Committee, 2010, Program Committee, 2009-2010

American Historical Association, Co-Chair, Local Arrangements Committee, 2007-08

